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YOU CAN MAKE IT IN NORTHEAST WI CAREER EXPO 

APRIL 2, 2019 AT LOMBARDI MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

In Fall 2018, schools throughout Wisconsin were being charged to enhance career awareness through a 

new legislative act called, ’Academic & Career Planning’ (ACP).   The NEW Manufacturing Alliance in 

response to this legislation wanted to work with schools on how to bring manufacturing career 

awareness to both students and parents.   

 

The Alliance sponsored an ACP Partnership Roundtable meeting held on October 25, 2017 at the KI 

Convention Center in Green Bay.  The purpose of the meeting was a listening session to learn what 

schools needed from industry related to ACP.  It served as a catalyst for innovative approaches to career 

awareness for both students and parents.  The discussion between industry and schools didn’t end at 

the conclusion of the program that day.  Instead there were several additional meetings afterwards with 

educators and manufacturers.  One example of the fruition of these discussions is the upcoming “You 

can MAKE it in Northeast Wisconsin” on April 2, 2019 at Lombardi Middle School.  The event provides 

6th grade students the opportunity to explore careers utilizing all of their senses.   

 

When designing this event, it was decided to engage students it was imperative that they ‘make’ 

something.  Many career fairs have the student be an impartial observer walking through exhibit booths.  

This career expo has students roll up their sleeves and actually participate in creating and learning about 

the numerous manufacturing sectors that are in northeast Wisconsin.   

 

Another important component of the event was having the students’ research the companies attending 

the program, so they could determine what companies they wanted to work with for the day.  Students 

reviewed the companies’ websites, career opportunities and watched videos sponsored by the company 

of their products and careers.  Student then picked the companies they were most interested in working 

with during the three - 20 minute rotations.   

 

An added twist is in afterschool the companies will be promoting their job opportunities. This will 

provide students a real connection between making something to real jobs.  

  

The companies participating in You can MAKE it in Northeast Wisconsin are:  Ariens Company, EMT 

International, Engineering Specialists, Great Northern Corp., Haas, Hands on Deck, Labs Midwest, 

Laminations, KI, Paper Discovery Center, Valley Packaging Supply, and WS Packaging.  The colleges 

attending the event include Fox Valley Technical College and Northeast Wisconsin Technical College.   

 

For more information, contact Ann Franz at 920-498-5587 or ann.franz@nwtc.edu. 
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